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CIT Relays and Switches for Lawn Care and Maintenance Equipment 

Switches and relays are essential components in various types of lawn care equipment, providing 
control and functionality. CIT switches and relays are used in equipment such as lawn mowers, 
trimmers, blowers, and irrigation systems to manage power, control different functions, ensure safe 
operation, and provide convenience. They enhance the functionality of the equipment, making lawn 
care tasks more efficient and manageable. 

Relays 

1. Power Control: 

o Starting Systems: In equipment like tractors and lawn mowers, relays are used in 
the starting circuit to control the starter motor. When the ignition switch is turned, 
the relay closes, allowing current to flow to the starter motor. 

o Battery Management: Relays can disconnect the battery to prevent discharge when 
the equipment is not in use, or switch between different power sources if the 
equipment has multiple battery setups. 

2. Operational Control: 

o Engine Control: In more advanced equipment, relays may be used to manage the 
engine control unit (ECU), controlling fuel injection, ignition timing, and other 
parameters to optimize performance. 

o Accessory Control: Relays control additional equipment accessories such as 
headlights, electrical outlets, or other powered attachments. 

3. Safety Systems: 

o Safety Interlocks: Relays are used in safety interlock systems to prevent the 
equipment from starting or operating under unsafe conditions. For example, in lawn 
mowers, relays may prevent the engine from starting unless the blade control lever 
is disengaged. 

o Overload Protection: Relays can detect and protect against overload conditions in 
the electrical system, shutting off the equipment to prevent damage. 
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Switches 

1. User Interface and Control: 

o Ignition and Start Switches: These switches are used to start engines in tractors, 
lawn mowers, and other equipment. They can be key-operated or push-button 
types. 

o Throttle and Speed Control: Switches are used to control the throttle, adjusting the 
speed of the engine. This can include choke switches for cold starts and speed 
selectors for controlling the operational speed. 

2. Function and Mode Selection: 

o Blade and Attachment Control: In lawn mowers and tractors, switches control the 
engagement of blades or attachments. For example, a switch can turn the mower 
blade on or off, or engage a PTO (Power Take-Off) in tractors for running other 
attachments like tillers or snow blowers. 

o Cutting Height Adjustment: Some mowers and edgers use switches to adjust the 
cutting height electronically, allowing for easy changes to the cutting depth. 

3. Safety and Sensing: 

o Dead Man’s Switch: This safety feature requires the operator to maintain a grip on a 
handle or lever; if released, the engine shuts down. This is commonly found on lawn 
mowers, edgers, and trimmers. 

o Kill Switches: These emergency switches immediately shut down the equipment if 
activated, providing a quick way to stop the machine in case of an emergency. 

o Oil Level and Fuel Indicators: Switches are used in sensors to monitor oil levels 
and fuel gauges, alerting the user when levels are low to prevent engine damage. 
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Relays and Switches in Irrigation Controls 

1. Timing and Scheduling: 

o Timer Relays: Used in irrigation systems to control the timing of watering cycles. 
These relays can turn on and off valves or pumps at preset times, optimizing water 
usage. 

o Rain Sensors and Soil Moisture Sensors: Switches linked to these sensors can 
override scheduled watering if sufficient moisture is detected, preventing 
overwatering. 

2. Zone Control: 

o Valve Control: Switches and relays control solenoid valves that open and close to 
regulate water flow to different irrigation zones. This allows for precise control over 
where and when water is delivered. 

3. Manual Override: 

o Control Panel Switches: These allow users to manually start or stop watering 
cycles, override automatic settings, and control specific zones or valves. 

Relays and Switches in Other Equipment (Trimmers, Chainsaws, etc.) 

1. Power and Safety: 

o On/Off Switches: Basic on/off switches control the power to the equipment, 
ensuring it only operates when intended. 

o Safety Switches: These include throttle safety switches on chainsaws, which 
prevent the chain from engaging unless the throttle is pressed, and blade guards on 
trimmers that prevent operation if the guard is not in place. 

2. Functional Control: 

o Variable Speed Control: In equipment like trimmers and chainsaws, switches can 
control the speed of the motor, allowing for adjustments based on the task at hand. 
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Advanced Applications and Integration 

In modern equipment, relays and switches are increasingly integrated with electronic control 
systems, providing enhanced functionality: 

• Smart Controls: Some lawn care equipment features smart controls with relays and 
switches integrated into digital systems, allowing for remote operation, diagnostics, and 
monitoring via smartphones or other devices. 

• Efficiency and Safety Enhancements: Advanced systems use relays and switches to 
optimize fuel efficiency, reduce emissions, and enhance safety features, such as automatic 
shut-off in case of equipment malfunction. 

Relays and switches are vital for the control, safety, and functionality of lawn care and maintenance 
equipment, ensuring efficient operation and user safety. 

 

CIT Relays used in Lawn Care and Maintenance Equipment: 

• PC775 Series 
• PC776 Series 
• A2H Series 
• A17 Series 
• A6 Series 
• Relay Sockets 

CIT Switches used in Lawn Care and Maintenance Equipment: 

• Anti-Vandal Switches 
• Tactile Switches 

https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=PC775
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=PC776
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=A2H
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=A17
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=A6
https://citrelay.com/Catalog%20pages/Relays/Socket%20Catalog.pdf
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Anti-Vandal&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Tactile&type=switches

